VIOLENCE   DISPOSES   OF   CONSCIENCE

sheep back into the right path. The only thing either of
us certainly knows (or ought to know) is the duty of
Christian charity. Let us practise this, and by practising
it close our adversaries' mouths. You believe your
opinions to be right. Others believe the same of their
opinions. Well, let the wisest among us show themselves
the most brotherly. Let us not pride ourselves on our
own wisdom. God knows all; and we must remember
that He 'hath put down the mighty from their seats, and
exalted them of low degree.'

"I penned these words when my heart was filled with
desire for love. I offer you love and a Christian peace.
I appeal to you to show love towards me, calling God and
the Holy Ghost to witness that I do so out of the depths
of my heart.

"If, despite all I can do, you continue to attack me
with hatred in your heart, if I cannot persuade you to
love me as a Christian should love his brother, I can only
keep silence. May God be our judge, deciding between
you and me in accordance with the degree to which we
have served Him faithfully."

It seems almost incredible that so moving an appeal
for reconciliation should have been fruitless. But one of
the contradictions of our mortal nature is that ideologues,
being in thrall to one narrow idea, are blind to all other
ideas, and therefore cannot be moved by such appeals,
humane though they be. Bias in thought inevitably
leads to injustice in action; and when a man or a nation
is a prey to the fanaticism of a restricted outlook, there
is no space for mutual understanding and toleration.
Castellio's moving appeal made no impression whatever
upon Calvin. What was it but the appeal of a man eager
for peace, who did not preach in public, did not dispute,
had no desire to impose his own views by force on any
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